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The second thread is that of poignant sadness. Jesus tells his
table companions that he senses their sadness, even their
anguish at his words that he will be leaving them. But Jesus
quickly adds these words of comfort: “1 will see you again, and
your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away
from you.” He reassures them that he will remain with them
and even in them through the Holy Spirit whom the Father will
send to them in hisname.

Although Jesus says all these things with love, he knows well
what a two-edged sword human love is. On the one hand,
closeness to the loved one brings the greatest possible joy; on
the other hand, separation from the loved one brings the
greatest possible sadness.

Absence, distance, separation, whether for a time or forever,
almost always bring some degree of sadness. Separation and its
sorrows are part of all our lives as human beings. Next week
wewill celebrate in the feast of the Ascension, the separation of
Jesus from his followers for the remainder of their earthly lives.
He knows his followers will be both sad and fearful. That is
why we hear Jesus say to them “I will not leave you orphans; |
will come to you.” How did Jesus return to them and to us?
Through the Holy Spirit. We hear Jesus promise that he will ask
the Father to send the Spirit of Truth to be with them always.

Perhaps no human experience causes more universal pain than
does that form of physical and emotional separation we call
loneliness. For many, the only real relief that can be found is
the awareness that nothing— not even sin or doubt or fear— can
separate us from the love that Jesus has for us. At each and
every moment we are loved by the Lord, even when and if we
do not realize this or seek to return his love. Yet Jesus makes
this powerful and consoling promise: “Whoever loves me will
be loved by my Father, and | will love him and reveal mysef to
him.”

Separation from those we care so much about is areal problem
in our life. If we suffer from constant or repetitive loneliness, if
our whole existence seems at times to be meaningless and
empty, then we must recall and believe the words of Jesus in
today’s gospel. The fact isthat God’s own Son has said that he
loves each one of us, and he does. So even if no one elsereally
seems to care about us or our welfare, the love of Jesus and his
Father’s gift to us of his Spirit should be more than enough. As
we heard Jesus assure us.

“Youareinmeand]! in you.”

Number of Adult Envel opes: 254
Number of Children’s Envel opes: 9
Number of Faith Direct donors: 34
Number of Registered Households: 623

o

Second Callection: Our second collection this week will be for the
Catholic Home Mission Apped to strengthen the church at home. Our
second collection for next week will be for our regular Building and
Maintenance Fund. May we suggest a contribution of $10 per
household? Better yet! Match Father Jeff & Father Bob's $20
contribution!

T Votive Lights

| _ The votive lights burning from

Sunday, April 27th through
Saturday, May 3rd:
At the Shrine of the Sacred Heart: For the Special I ntentions
of: the Ferrara Family and the Puglisi Family and For the
Happy Repose of: Carl Levock
At the Shrine of the Madonna and Child: For the Special

I ntentions of : Kitty Hamby (Birthday) and Rose Dickerson and
For the Happy Repose of : Saint Jude

St. M atthias School Raffle 2008
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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Faith Formation:

Drop Off and Pick Up: Children are being dropped off |ater and later as
the weeks go by. Parents, please remember that when children are late,
thewhole classis adversely affected and that is not fair to either the cate-
chists or the students. Let us manage our time well and get our children
here on time just you would for sporting activities.

Sacramental Fees: We appreciate the effort most of you have madein
paying the sacramental fees. There are afew ill outstanding. Please
make sure to pay the appropriate feesif you have not already done so.
The fees are $50.00 for Confirmation and $35.00 for First Communion.
These fees are already heavily subsidized; therefore any delinquencies
will weigh heavily on the funding of our programs.

Baptism: Please read the Bulletin carefully. Families must be registered
for at least six months before any sacraments including Baptism may be
administered. Look at it from another angle. Six months will give you
enough time to decide if you really want to be a part of this parish; and, it
will also show us your commitment to this parish which is akey compo-
nent within any community.

Other |Items of Note:

Mother’s Day Novena: Cards for this year's Novena will be sold after al
masses by the Ladies of Charity. Make an offering to purchase a card or
spiritual bouquet so that a specid mother in your life (living or deceased)
can be remembered a our Masses during the Mother's Day Novena
Cards will also be available in the rectory office during regular business
hours.

Find Support and Understanding As You Grieve: For those who have
experienced significant losses in their lives, St. Matthias Parish offers an
opportunity to obtain grief support. Sessions are held at 9AM each Satur-
day in the school library. For more information please contact - Miriam
Jacik MSN, MSPsy at (301) 345-6054.

St. Matthias Leisure Club Seeks New Members!: If you are 55 or over,
the Saint Matthias Leisure Club is the meeting place for you! Meetings
are held the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month with lunch in Friendship
Hall beginning at noon. If you are interested in joining, please come to
any of our regular meetings; we look forward to having you there. Our
next scheduled meeting is a noon on April 28th in Friendship Hal and
will feature an international menu of members' favorite dishes.

Jubilarian Mass: On Sunday June 8, 2008 at 2:00pm, Archbishop Don-
ald Wuerl will celebrate the annual Jubilarian Mass honoring married
couples celebrating 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50 and 50+ years of marriage at
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. Per-
sonalized scrolls signed by Archbishop Wuerl will be distributed to the
couples being honored. Please contact Tara in the Rectory to sign up for
this speciad Mass. You can reach her by phone at 301-459-4814 (x 201)

or by email a tquevara@stmatthias.org.

The Word Made Flesh- Letting out the Light of the Sacred through
Painting: Father Jerry will be teaching an artist workshop at the Wash-
ington Theological Union where he is an Artist in Residence. Workshop
dates are June 18th, 20th, 25th and 27th from 10am until noon at a cost
of $200. This workshop will show you how to do “the visud reality
check” and go ahead on your spiritual journey. If you find God's inspira-
tion in writings and ideas, his fingerprints in nature, so you should be
able to see traces of histouch in you. This art studio workshop will help
you to start by taking a look at your own inspired image “expressed”
onto canvas through the act of painting. For information, contact Enroll-
ment Services: 202-541-5210; admissi ons@wtu.edu; www.wtu.edu

M ass | ntentions for the
Sixth Week of Easter

Monday, April 28: Peter Chanel, priest, martyr
8:30am  Gina Pezzuti

Tuesday, April 29: Catherine of Siena, virgin, doctor
8:30am VirginiaCraig

Wednesday, April 30: PiusV, pope

8:30am Carl Levock

Thursday, May 1: Easter Weekday

8:30am  Norm Wolford

Friday, May 2: Athanasus, bishop, doctor

8:30am Margaret E. Donohue

Saturday, May 3-Vigil: the Ascension of the Lord
3:30 pm to 4:30pm—Confessions Fr. Jeff
5:00pm Helen Maria Jones Fr. Jeff
Sunday, May 4: the Ascension of theLord
8:00am Carl Levock

9:30am  Severino Santos Fr. Bob
11:30am  Fr. AugustineKizito Abizi Fr. Jeff

Please Pray for: tThe Sick and Homebound In Our Parish:
Pearl Aitcheson; Virgie Azarcon; Audrey Brown; Linda Bryans;
Dan Comeaux; Fide dela Cuesta; Lisa Cuthbert; Mary Ennis; Lisa
Farland; Karen Fisher; Ferris (Bo) George; Joseph Harrison; Robert
Hoke; Charles Jones; Katie Kennedy; Robyn Kirby; Nancy
Mamone; Bob Martin; Carol McDonagh; Willie Moore; Larry
Murphy; Michael & Rosemarie Nardozzi; David Obi; Peter O Neill;
Thomas Opalski; Charles Shryock; Ryan ZawadatFor Our
Military Serving in_Afghanistan or lrag: Spc. Michad J.
Chiddo; Brian A. Densmore; Ryan A. Morgant Names will be
placed on our prayer list for three weeks. To add a name or to
request continuing prayers, call Tara Guevara at 301-459-4814 or
email tguevara@stmatthias.org .

Fr. Bob

Youth News:

\ Finding His Presence in Song Through Photography and
)\ Images Part 11 : Our talented youth group has embarked on a
project that involves interpreting meaningful song lyrics
through use of their origina photographs and artwork. The
youth have been challenged to find songs that inspire them
and that illustrate Chrigtian values. They have chosen the

following songs: Take M e Back (Jeremy Camp), Lean On Me (Remake

of Bill Withers, by Kirk Franklin), | magine (Remake of Beatles, by Al's
David Archuletta) and My Help (Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir) They will
interpret the feeling and inspiration of their chosen song into a visual
presentation through use of original photography and art which inspires
them to see God' s presence in the world around them. The teens will be
taking pictures around the church, home and community, so please coop-
erate should they need your assistance! Remember that the Holy Father
often speaks of the gifts the youth bring to the Church and that they are
the future of our Church. Let’s embrace them as they go forward to find
“HIS" Presence. Keep watch for a planned exhibit to show the parishion-
ersthe inspiring work of our wonderful and talented youth!

“How Many Teens Do You Know” ? Keep an eye on this space for an up
and coming contest!
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