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 Reflections on Scripture 
 
The point of today’s gospel is not about walking on water. So what 
is the lesson to be learned? Let’s back off from any effort to 
discover what actually happened on that storm-tossed lake between 
the hours of 3 to 6 a.m. At that time, everyone should be in bed, 
sound asleep, and not in a little boat on a big lake fighting towering 
waves and a wild wind. When we add the appearance of a would-
be ghost, we have a nightmare. 
 
So what does this story mean to us here and now? The story deals 
with a very human experience that has been with us from the very 
beginning. Ever since the first man excused himself for trying to 
hide from God by admitting, “I heard you in the garden, but I was 
afraid” (Genesis 3:10), fear has been the major obstacle in our 
loving relationship with God and one another. 
 
“There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear” (1 John 
4:18). Theologian Father Alfred McBride wrote: “All too often we 
say that hate is the opposite of love. Yet contemporary psychology 
confirms John’s teaching that fear is the real enemy of love. People 
fear love because it requires them to be open and vulnerable to the 
beloved. It demands a passion, a fire and a commitment. This 
makes many people nervous, whereas joyful abandonment is to be 
preferred to the cautious, timid commitment of ourselves to God 
and others.” 
 
Given this primacy of fear, it is no surprise that throughout the 
Bible we often hear the refrain, “Do not be afraid.” Obviously, fear 
is not acceptable. Today’s gospel graphically illustrates and 
symbolizes our experience of that sinking feeling we have when 
we realize that we are not in control of a situation. We are 
drowning in an ocean of overwork, debts, marital problems, health 
issues, family conflicts, and a deluge of difficulties. Pushing the 
panic button brings no relief. We wonder, “Where is Jesus now 
that I really need him?” 
 
As a matter of faith, Jesus is right here and right now. No sooner 
do the terrified disciples cry out in fear than Jesus at once tells 
them, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” What had previously 
been a nightmare now becomes one sweet dream. 
 
Panic turns to playfulness as Peter decides to try walking on water. 
But he too lets fear determine his reaction: “When he saw how 
strong the wind was he became frightened.” As he starts to sink, he 
cries out, “Lord, save me!” And once more Jesus responds 
immediately. 
 
“O you of little faith, why do you doubt?” Our honest prayer is 
always that of the injured son’s father who said, “I believe. Help 
my unbelief” (Mark 9:24). This is exactly why we come together at 
this Eucharist. We renew our profession of faith after the sermon. 
When the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Jesus, we 
“proclaim the mystery of faith” and say/sing, “Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. Christ will come again.” 
 
Yes, Jesus Christ comes again and again to free us from fear, to 
respond to our cry, “Lord, save me!”, to catch us by the hand, to 
bring our little boat back into calm waters. We rejoice that in the 
presence of Jesus we have moved from panic to praise and we 
pray, “Truly, you are the Son of God.” 
 
 

Stewardship Report: 
Revenue 

 
 
August 3:  13,833.77 
Faith Direct:  1,286.25 
Total Offertory:  15,120.02 
Last Year: 11,767.42  
Poor Box: 76.00  
Every Penny Counts Box:    30.58   

Number of Adult Envelopes:  251 
Number of Children’s Envelopes:  11 
Number of Faith Direct donors: 34  
Number of Registered Households: 625  
 
 

Summer Stewardship: Please remember that your parish counts on 
your weekly sacrifice of treasure, joyfully given to the Lord in 
gratitude, and that treasure is needed even when you’re away from us 
on vacation. Please remember to mail your offertory envelope to the 
rectory before you go away on a well-deserved holiday or drop it in 
the collection basket the week before you leave. Thank you for being a 
faithful steward! 
 

Did you know?: Our parish has more than 600 registered families in 
our database. Each Sunday we have less than half of those families 
coming to Mass and using their weekly offertory envelopes to give a 
gift to the Lord in joyful return for all the blessings He bestows in our 
lives! If you are among the missing half of our parishioners, we hope 
to see you soon! Your weekly sacrifice of treasure is vital to the 
missions of the church and our ability to help those in need, especially 
during this time of economic hardship which affects so many families. 
Please join your parish family at Mass this week and make a 
difference! 

 

Votive Lights 
The votive lights burning from 

Sunday, August 10th through Saturday, August 16th: 
 

 

Shrine of the Sacred Heart 
 

For the Special Intentions of:  
Joe Makowski; Don Falls 

For the Happy Repose of: 
Mr. & Mrs. Len Boberick 

  
  

 
Shrine of the Madonna & Child: 

 

For the Special Intentions of: 
The Kin Family; Becca & Kyle Falls 

  

Every Penny Counts:  Donate your lose change to the “Every Penny 
Counts” Box which provides funding for the annual Father E. Albert 
Hughes Scholarship awards.  These scholarship awards are given in the 
form of tuition assistance to deserving children and youth from our 
parish enrolled at St. Matthias School or a Catholic High School of the 
Archdiocese of Washington.  Together our pennies, nickels, and dimes 
can make a difference by assisting someone in need with a Catholic 
education! 
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NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

   

Mass Intentions for the                                                                                                                           
Nineteenth Week in  

Ordinary Time  
 

Monday, August 11 
8:30 am Lupe Echavarria 
Tuesday, August 12 
8:30 am Patricia Garrett      
Wednesday, August 13 
8:30 am Verna Verna       
Thursday, August 14 
8:30 am Joseph Makowski (living)    
Friday, August 15: Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION FOR ALL CATHOLICS 
7:30 am Leonard Boberick 
Noon Antonio Germinario 
7:30 pm Roy Patrick Wahle   
Saturday, Aug 16: Vigil– Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
3:30 pm to 4:30pm—Confessions   
5:00 pm Luigina Pezzuti   
Sunday, Aug 17: Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 am Michael Bruno        
9:30 am Christie Udejiofor     
11:30am Jesse Hawell Sr.          

 
 
Please Pray for: tThe Sick and Homebound In Our Parish:   
Virgie Azarcon; Barbara Brink; Audrey Brown; Linda Bryans; Fidel 
dela Cuesta; Lisa Cuthbert; Eleanor DeMarco; Lisa Farland; Karen 
Fisher; Jose Guevara; Joseph Harrison; Robert Hoke; Anne Mbimi 
Ifouini;  Charles Jones; Paula Kelly; Robyn Kirby; Nancy Maimone; 
Albertine Mandzo; Luke Martellotti; Bob Martin; Willie (Bill) 
Moore;  Bernadette Murphy; Larry Murphy; Rosemarie Nardozzi; 
David Obi; Peter O’Neill; Thomas Opalski; Joseph Otero; Evelyn 
Pierce; John Rampone; Jose Ocasio Rodriguez; Joe Sico; Marian C. 
Wahle; Judy Widdis; Jean Zanin;  Ryan ZawadatFor Our 
Military Serving in Afghanistan or Iraq: Spc. Michael J. 
Chiddo; Ryan A. MorgantNames will be placed on our prayer list 
for three weeks. To add a name or to request continuing prayers, call 
Tara Guevara at 301-459-4814 or email tguevara@stmatthias.org .  

 

Faith Formation: 
 
 

Young Adult Ministry: Please note that the date for the first meet-
ing scheduled is now on September 7th following the 9:30am 
Mass. We will meet briefly in the school library.  
 

Faith Formation Classes: Registration information is available in 
the back of the church. The registration deadline has passed al-
though we will still accept new students with the payment of the 
late fee. Please note that all children MUST be registered with the 
program before they can be assigned a class. Sacramental prepa-
ration is a two year process so please plan accordingly. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Dorothy Mensah-
Aggrey in the rectory office at 301-459-4814 x 205 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE: 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Holy Day of Obligation for all Catholics! 

Friday August 15th  
The Mass schedule at St. Matthias will  

 be 7:30am (this replaces the usual 8:30am Mass), 
Noon and 7:30pm 

 

Other Items of Note: 
 

A Reminder To Our School Parents: Tuition for the month of 
August is due on the 10th! Payments can be placed in the mail 
slot of the rectory door at any time.  
 

Adult Altar Server Training: If you are at least 18 years of age 
and interested in altar serving, we welcome you to join us in our 
training classes! Classes are scheduled for August 19 through 
August 21 from 7pm until 8:30pm in the church. If you have any 
questions or require additional information, please contact Cyn-
thia Faust at 301-464-1799. 
 

Ladies of Charity Food Pantry: Please remember the less fortu-
nate people in our community this summer by donating to our 
Parish Food Pantry. The pantry runs quite low during the summer 
months, although the number of families in need has recently in-
creased. We are desperately in need of the following non-
perishable food items: Pasta, family sized rice, cereal, peanut but-
ter, canned items such as soups, vegetables, meats, tuna, fruit 
and more fruit are needed. When purchasing food items for the 
pantry, please be sure to check the expiration dates and consider 
purchasing healthier options such as low sodium, low fat and 
whole grain products. Items may be dropped off at any time at the 
rectory, during normal business hours, or at the back of the 
church after Mass. 
 
Right to Life Yard Sale: If you have any donations you would 
like to make to the Right to Life Yard sales during the year, 
please contact Catherine Fox at 301-262-8570.  

 

St. Matthias School Raffle 
2008  

 

For the August 4th Drawing:  
 

Winner: Joe Scabis  
of Lanham, MD 

 

Seller: Lucas Gepert  
of Bowie, MD    

 

Take Pride in Your Parish! When you see trash and debris, please 
pick it up and place it in a trash can, don’t be afraid to pull up a weed 
if your spot one, and as you leave church, help the ushers place 
kneelers in an upright position, remove papers, and place the hymnals 
back in their pew pockets. Together we show our community that all 
that we do reflects a reverence for God and the many things He has 
blessed us with in our church and school! 
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