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Reflections on the Gospel

Creer o thousund yeurs apo, anarlist crafled whet is koown as the
Cross of Lothor, One side of the cross is an assertion of imperial
starus and wealth. At the center of the gems and pold Gligree is a
caren portiait of the Emperor Avgustus. He is wearing a fine robe
and an olive wreath, the symhol of military victory. On the olher
aide There 15 only g [al piece of silver, on wlich is engraved an
outline drawing of the crucitizion. There we sea the kg of the
Jows wearing o erovan of thorns, [ beauly makes the front of the
cross ook worldly and pretentious. The message is clear our
salvation comes not from power and wealth, but from the humilily
we glimpse 1 the Cross of Cheist, God aceomplished our salvation
in weakness and suffering,

Yet we often preter instant, painless solutions 1o the npleasant
situations we cause or face. We prefer extravaganee and excess
when it comes to living our lives in this world, Perhaps the
leraelites felt thar way as they made their forty— wvears' journcy
throwgh the deserl. They looked for God w deliver them from their
day-to-day lives by some extraordinary show of power. Dt God
used snakes to teach them how God bkes Wwoaccomplish God®s
saving plan,

To b Tseoeliles, o dramatie, magic cure for their snake bites would
have been so much simpler than looking at a bronze serpent on a
pole. “Why this? they must have asked. “We could get bit again
when we're not watching, or we might steain our neck. Why a
bronre serpent, for heaven's sake? The recason: fafth, To look
upon the bronee serpent with faidh brought healing. Yet the
[eraelites mugt have thoughe that an mstant cure would have been
mueh simpler.

To Micodemus, a dramatic, magic appearance of the Mussiah
would have becn much sinpber, Nicodemus was ready to admit
that Jesus was a teacher, and a refreshing one at that. Jesus had to
tell Micodemus that he was more than a leacher, that he was the
ong sent by God 1o die on the cross. Perhaps Nicodemus was
looking for great sipns and wonders that would convinee the
people thal Jesus was the Messiah, Nicodeimus thought it was all
very simple.

To 5L Paud beloce bis conversion, a powerful Messiah would have
been so much simpler (o accept than a crucified one. et Paul
came tir understand the saving power of Christ’s death on the cross,
Thus, after guoting an ancient Christian hymmn that declared Chrast
“humbled limself, becoming obedient unto death,” Taul adds,
“even death on g eross.” So important was the death of Christ for
Paul that is was the one thing he boasted in, the ene thmg he
preachad.

To us a God who would shield us from all the burts that come
from being human and living our buman lives would be so simple.
But too simple. For we lnow that there was no easy escape from
suffering for Jesus and his disciples: it was the onc thing that Lhey
could vount vo, 10 won't be any different for us, those marked by
the cross of Christ in baptism. As we face our sufferings and even
accept them, we need te have what the Tsraelites i the deserd,
Nicodemus and St Paul all had: Sfwith. In taith we unite our
suffering to one who suffered for us, the one lifted up on the cross,

10w hevve Caithy, then te wnengh of Ged's love in the Cross of

Christ will be our trivmph also.
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< Stewardship Report: . 4

w Revenue W
September 7: 14,453,352
Eailh Dircet: 1,286,235
Total Offertory: 11,739.57
Last Year: 11, 18100
Poor Bax: 165.00
Every Penny Counds Box: $6.75
Mumber of Adult Envelopes: 248
Number of Children’s Envelopes: ¥
Mumber of Faith Direet donors: 34
Numher of Registared |lomseholds: 633

¥ —i

Second Colfection: Our second collection s week will ke for the
Catholic University of America, Catholic 17, the national university
of the Catholic Chureh in lhe US s located In Washington, T and
provides an academically rigorous wlueation guided by the Catholic
intellectual teadition o 6 000 students every your, Every doellar vou
give directly supports financial aid for students from dineeses guress
e country, inchading ours, Please be as pgenerous a3 v0u can m
helping gur young people oblain a guality Cathelic eollege education.

Arclilishan's Appeal Praoress Report:
& Appeal Goal for our parish;
& Total pledged amoun

RER,20E 40
563,813.00
& Potal received smound; S48 BGT.ED
B o groa] pledaed; 112.809%
L303.13

Axverape pledge (Tor 324 donars

Thank yoeu to ull of our parishiooers Toc helping out parish exceed our
pladgs poal yet again! Your g generosiey 15 wuby g mandlestation of vour
faith and vour keliel in the principles of stewardship..a joylul relum
to the Lord for all the blessings He bastows upan von and vaur family?

I vou bvve made o pledee and hove not made vour payments, please

HELP URGENTLY NEEDED!

The achmnl i o ne-,ad of volunteers o nssist tepchers and studerits:
it the clﬁss.tmms “Vtrlmttmrs are alsa neaded to assist with clmr.al
dirtlesl If vou can help, please contact the schoul pnnq.]pul

s, Wilsonat 301 5'."" 0412 ext. 214

Votive Lighis
Sunday, Septernber 14th through
Saturday, September Zith:

Shrine of the Sacred Heart

For the Specisl Intentions of:
Willinm & Remaine Pinghlack nn the nccasion of their 313t wedding
anniversary; Ladies of Charily; Deonis AL Georpe
For the Happy Repose of:

Barkara Fngel

Shine aof the Madonna & Child:

For the Special Intentions of:
I Phil Feerara; Madeline White; Baitlen Defdaio




TWENTY- FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Faith Formation:

Comitssioiing of Catechists: Thanks to all [5 catechists whi made 1t
thregh e heavy raing Tor the aining session last Satorday. These
catechists will be commizsioned ol lhe 030 am Mass on Sundoy,
September 21sL

We are still in need of volunteers to share the Carbalie farth with our
oy ones. The Archdiccese veguires that TWO ADULTS be in
each class, You du ool ave W each dight oway, vou can be an obseryer
uiti] vou feel comfortable waching. 10 we wanl our childeen e be Tulls
copipped with the Word of God as they make major deelsivns o lhe
future then i fs anr colfective respansiBbiifty 10 at least ensure that they
koow the Catholic Faith, Please call Dorothy Mensah-Agere at M-
SO0-AR 14 5 205 Tor rore ool ion.

Regisiration for Faith Formeion: Vegisraoon mformalien @wosull
availahle in the back of the ehureh, Children cannot be assimned o class
uniti] all paperassorl if completed and turmed in. | ate Tees will be charped
i awdedilion o the regulae registeation fees.

Clagses for Faith Formation for the vear 2008-200% will begin on
Monday., September 22 at 6:30) pm in Fricndship Hall

ROEA: Have vou ever wondered i vou could truly and competently shave
sour Taith or even eaplain the Basic lenets of the Catholic faith to others?
D you feel comfortable with your current Jevel ol knowledge of the
Cathalic faith? Do you know of anyvene who 15 50l seeking Chirist and
the truth and porwers of His resurraction? Come, find out more at our firse
session of RCLA on Tuesday, September 23 at Tl pm in the School
library, The Rites of Cheistian Initiztion of Adults {RCLA) is milored 1o
address such needs,

Yorng Adult Minfstry: A fow peonle met with Julie |hebuchi last week
regarding beginning o Yong Adult Ministry heve at 5t Matthias, Thers is
attll tme o register will either Julie or me belore the seasions start. Choe
ot the weava we can keep our Btk alive s (o study and shaege 10 wath our
peers and this ministy will deo juat that for out young adults whe oo
losiger attend either outh Ministry or Faith Formation. Pleaze call 501-
£30.4814 x 203 [in mwre information.

Youth News:

Youth Groap Kegisirotion Extepded: Calling all Tevns 14 10 17, Are
wiur leoking tor somethang new, fim and difforen? D veu wlien usk
vourself questions about ather feans, their cultures® Whar da they do far
reerealbion? Dhe you need 1o brush up on your sockal skills? Fver heen
questioned aboul what you belivwe? The Sainl Matthiazs Youb Group is
for won! Resistration tor Youth Group has been extemded (o
September 14" lain s in Friendship Tall from 7:00pm o ShO0pm e
vegisler for the year. The cost is SR0OG for one teen, F 15000 Tor vaea and
SIROLO0 [or thiree or mere, Youlh Groop will officially begin on Friday
September 26™,

Yantlh Concert: Youth Group will spanser a concert on havember 11",
Litled i Feendng of Tanfsgiviag aue Proive” Calling all veives liom
the age of 14 and up! Our coneerl will Tealure o Teend oung Adult chair
and a Mass choir (which will includs our bwe woesl chais) and a
SEPECTALT choirl We will alaa he blessed with & guest Dance Minisay
aa well as our own Dance Ministey, All rehearsals will ake place in the
chorch on Sundiss Oom 3040 10 4:3(]]; 1. Behearsal dares are scheduled
for: September 287, Gelober 12 168" 26" and November 9" and 16"
We will be direeted by Mr. George Stowart, o Howard Universicy Music
Major Creaduate and the Director of our guest choirs, Tesng and voung
aclults; I vou have something to be thankful for, then come and jom us. [t
i osaid thal whien yvou sing vou are praying twice! Contact Mes, Moors
S01-430-4514 ext 204 orMrs, Zita Givens 201-451-8294,

Mass Intentions for the
Twentv-Fourth Week in
Ordinarv Time

Monday. September 15: Our Lady of Sorrows

salam Wev, Mspr James B Foy

Tuesdav, September 16: Cornelins & Cyprian, marlves
B30 am Liddie Cormier {living)

Wednesiday, September 17: Robert Bellarmine, bishop
Ballam Toey Florimhio

Thursday, September 18

Bedtlam Robhie Florimbio

Fridav, September 19: Januarins, bishop . martyr

Beodlam Virpinia Craig

Sat., Sept 20 Vieil = Twenty-Filth ‘\lmd.wm Ordinary Time
3:30 pm to 4:30pm—Confessions

30 pm George Allred Tones

mundav, Sept 21; Twenty-Filth Sunday in Ordinary 'lime

00 am L Cahading {living)

O3 am Sabvatore Provenscano

[ :3am Bl & Thenmae Moore (Lving, wedding anniversary)
& —————W%

Please Pray for: $The Sick and Homebonnd Tn Our Pavish:
Virgie Araveon; Rarhara ek Audrey Brown: Linds Bryans; Fidel
dela Cuesta: Fleanor Deddaren; Rasita Diarich: Lisa Farland; Karcn
Fishers Toseph Harison;, Charles Henry; Robert Toke, Anne Mbimi
Houim: Charles Jones; Paule Kelly; Robyn Kiy: Laora Elaine
Kiesaling; Maney Maimane; oo Makowski; Alberting Mundeo; Luke
helartelloti: Dok harting Willie (050 Moore;  Bomadsue Murphy;
Earcy Muplby, Rosemacke Mardozei, David Obi; Peter (U Meill:
Thasras Opalski; Joseph Cuero: Alice Parker; Diwn Pearson: Pvelyn
Prerce; Fese Oeasio Rodrigues, Joe St Woller Stewart; Jean Laning
Wvan Fawada® For Our Military Serving in Afehanistan or
Frag: Spe; Michael | Chiddo# For Owr Deceased: Betty Ann
Mills: Descon Teesy Tinde: Barbara Engle; Randall Rushlond 4
Names will Be placod on e prayer sl foe tivee weelkn To add q
meee o fa reimest confimaing pegvees, call Targ Guevara ae 210 -
F 3NN I o pmeni! roeven i Eaitiae ory.

: Saint M. at:‘h_ias Fall Festival
And Flea Market

‘-:al.mdav Crctober 11, EUE}E
Q:00am - 2:00pm

& GE o

Fextival F R _
Crames, Crafts, Refreshments, BROL Square Dancing and More!

Flea Market:
Vendors welcome! 525 fee perspace
Please donate vour new and gently used household items
Drop Offis on Friday October 10th from 4pm until &pm

(plesse: no vompulers or ull:rﬂliﬂ‘g'i!&ms.umﬁl& are acctpmﬁl-.‘,]

For information, please contact one of the following:
Ml isey Crrarokhai it 4 10056 0306; Vieky Rookanl g 301-537-0088
Cranla Giepent of 301-738-7717, Rosalind Bover Berand at 301 -B05-0243

‘iaw this Bulletin online al s Colbalic\ el gom



