ST. MATTHIAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH
LANHAM, MARYLAND

October 5, 2008

Reflections on the Gospel

Our first reading from Isaiah describes a famer who planted a
vineyard with great hope, anticipating a good crop. For farmers, every
spring begins with hope. The farmer in Isaiah expected such a big
harvest he built a wine vat right in the middle of his vineyard. This
would be like setting up a pasta plant in the middle of your wheat field
or putting a flower shop alongside your rose bushes. But the harvest
was awful, a complete disaster! The only thing to do is start from
scratch next year and hope for better. What starts in hope ends in
destruction.

Low yields and bad crops are one thing. Fields plowed under are bad
enough. But Isaiah speaks about more than crops. He speaks about the
loss of hope. We plant and work with the hope of a good harvest. But
dreams wither away. Even if we've never farmed, this image makes
sense. We look back on a hope or dream you planted. A wedding day
when friends and family gathered to pray for us and wish you well.
Trying to start life over again, putting old things behind us, taking a
new job, moving to a new city, starting from scratch. It could be any
time the world seemed new and fresh and life would yield great
results. But for all of the work— the clearing, the digging, trying to start
fresh— there is no harvest. We don’'t have to be farmers to know the
experience of withered hope.

In Philippians, St. Paul leads us out of the temptation to hopel essness.
He leads us away from despair over disappointment we face in
ourselves and others, when circumstances bear down on us. St. Paul
leads us to renewed hope.

In today’s second reading, Paul writes from prison. He has been
ridiculed, flogged and imprisoned for preaching the gospel. In that
circumstance, we might expect Paul to complain about his suffering.
Instead, he sets his eyes on Jesus Christ. He shows us the power of
hope. “Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.” Thisis hope.

Whenever there is a time when something started in hope withers,
today’s scripture readings can remind us of hope renewed. In Pope
Benedict XVI's “Saved in Hope” the Holy Father says that “a
distinguished mark of Christians is that our lives will not end in
emptiness.” We have a future. Today's readings are the stones of
broken down walls and dashed hopes that offer away slowly, stone by
stone, to rebuild hope. “ The stone the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone; by the Lord this has been done and it is wonderful in our

eyes.”

Jesus tells a parable in today’s gospel where an owner of a vineyard
doesn't do what might be expected. After the owner’'s servants are
killed, even after his own son is killed, he doesn't strike back. Instead,
the vineyard owner—our God—takes the death of his son and uses it
as the foundation for a new world. “ The stone the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone.”

At the cross, nothing looks more hopeless, nothing sounds more
hopeless than Jesus cry, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me.” But God, the owner of the vineyard, takes the disaster of the
Son's death, where Jesus is hung like a dead vine stripped of the
grapes and left to wither, and makes him the foundation of a whole
new world. In faith, we trust God does this still: takes disappointment
and sorrow, all sin and the brokenness around us, within us, and
throughout the world, takes our weakness and sustains us through
God's own strength. As Pope Benedict says, “God is the hope that
surpasses everything else.”

= Sewardship Report: A
w Revenue w
September 28: 8,356.03
Faith Direct: 1,321.25
Total Offertory: 9,677.28
Last Year: 9,590.29
Poor Box: 198.39
Every Penny Counts Box: 43.62
Number of Adult Envelopes: 241
Number of Children’s Envel opes: 7
Number of Faith Direct donors: 36
Number of Registered Households: 630

Building_and Maintenance Fund: Our second callection this
weekend is for our regular Building Fund. This monthly
collection enables us to make continuing repairs, upkeep and
improvements to our parish and school buildings as well as our
parish grounds. May we suggest a minimum of $10 per household.
As always, we thank you for your continuing generosity!

Did you receive your offertory envelopes for October, November
& December? Quarterly offertory envelopes should have arrived in
your mailbox! If you did not receive your envelopes, please contact
Tara in the rectory a 301-459-4814 or emal her a
tguevara@stmatthias.org Also, don't forget to sign up for FAITH
DIRECT! It is an easy way to make your offertory contributions and
support our parish! For information and forms, please contact Tara. If
your address has changed recently, please inform the rectory so that
we can keep our records updated. Thank you!

. Children & Teen Offertory Envelopes. Parents are asked
N 10 take note that there are now specia offertory envelopes
\:V for young children and teens at the top of each pamphlet

rack. The Patron Saint envelopes are appropriate for teens
and the others are appropriate for the younger children. Help us teach
the importance of returning a portion of our blessings to God each
week.

\Votive Lights

Sunday, October 5th through
Saturday, October 11th:
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‘? Shrine of the Sacred Heart

For the Special Intentions of:

The Ferrara Family; The Guevara Family;
| Ferris“Bo” George on the occasion of his
birthday
For the Happy Repose of:

Jose Anastacio Guevara

Shrine of the Madonna &
Child:

For the Special Intentions of:

The Aggrey Family; Dennis A. George

For the Happy Repose of:
Sinforosa Sanchez
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TWENTY—- SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Faith Formation:

General Parent Meeting: There will be a parent meeting tomorrow,
Monday, October 6 for all parents and guardians of children in the Faith
Formation Program. This is a very important meeting and therefore
mandatory. At least one parent must be in atendance. The meeting
begins a 6:45 pm soon after the students have prayed and gone to their
various classrooms. Please be on time.

RCIC: Rites of Chrigtian Initiation of Children is a version of RCIA
(Rites of Chrigtian Initiation of Adults) for children between the ages of 9
and 17 who for whatever reason have missed cel ebrating the sacraments
of Initiation either fully or partially. Children are supposed to be
catechized in order to celebrate these sacraments. If you have childrenin
your household who fall in this category, please contact me as soon as
possible.  The Office of Faith Formation is in the process of putting
together an RCIC classto assist you.

Youth News:

Youth Concert Updates: Youth Group will sponsor a concert on
November 23" titled “An Evening of Thanksgiving and Praise.” All
rehearsals will take place in the church on Sundays from 3:00 to 4:30pm.
Rehearsal dates are September 28", October 12" 16" 26" and
November 9" and 16™. The concert will feature various in house and
guest choirs and dance ministries. Teens and Young Adults, if you have
something to be thankful for then come join us. It is said that when you
sing you are praying twice! Contact Mrs. Moore 301-459-4814 at ext 204
or Mrs. Zita Givens 301-451-8394.

Other Items of Note:

Fall Festival and Flea Market: Mark your calendars for Saturday
October 11th from 9am until 2pm. Festival Activities include games,
crafts, food, square dancing and more! Flea Market spaces are available
for $25 per space. Support our parish and school by donating your new
and gently used itemsto our saletable. For additional information, please
contact Misty Oratokhai at 410-286-0396.

Volunteers Wanted! Our parish school is seeking adult volunteers to
work with teacher and children in the classroom and to assist with light
administrative work. Child protection compliance isrequired. If you have
afew hours to spare each week to help our school continue to provide a
quality Cathalic education to our students, please contact Pat Wilson at
301-577-9412.

Votive Lights: at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart and the Blessed Mother
will be available only through November. If you would like a candle
burned in honor of, in memory of, for the intentions of, or happy repose
of someone, please schedule your request in the rectory.

New Parishioners. Please take a moment to complete a Parish
Registration Form which can be found in the back of the church or
obtained from the rectory office. You MUST be a registered, practicing
parishioner for of six months in order to be €ligible to receive or be a
sacramental sponsor. Completed forms may be placed in the offertory
basket or returned to the rectory.

Current Parishioners. Do you have a new member in your family? Have
you changed addresses? If so, please send your updates to the rectory.
You may use the Parish Registration Form for your convenience. We
have had a noticeable increase in the amount of returned mail. We need
your current information for our Parish Census reports and to ensure you
receive important parish mailings!

M ass | ntentions for the
Twenty-Seventh Week in
Ordinary Time

Monday, October 6: Bruno, priest; Bl. Marie-Rose, virgin
8:30am Arnie Arniser
Tuesday, October 7: Our Lady of the Rosary
8:30 am Joseph Taylor
Wednesday, October 8:
8:30 am Robert Adams, J.
Thursday, October 9: Denis, bishop and companions
8:30am VirginiaCraig
Friday, October 10:
8:30 am Barrister Godwin Ezeuko,
Edwin & Virginia Ezenwaka
Sat., Oct 11: Vigil — Twenty-Eight Sunday in Ordinary Time
3:30 pm to 4:30pm—Confessions
5:00 pm Robert Bello
Sunday, Oct 12: Twenty-Eight Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am Joe Rubenstahl (living)
9:30am George Johnson
11:30am Peter Fonju (dec); Mary Fonju & Family (living)
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Please Pray for: tThe Sick and Homebound In Our Parish:
Phil Ates; Virgie Azarcon; Barbara Brink; Audrey Brown; Linda
Bryans; Fidel dela Cuesta; Eleanor DeMarco; Rosita Dietrich; Jerry
Edwards; Lisa Farland; Karen Fisher; Francis Greenfield; Joseph
Harrison; Charles Henry; Lena Jacobs; Anne Mbimi Ifouini; Charles
Jones; Paula Kelly; Robyn Kirby; Laura Elaine Kiessling; Nancy
Maimone; Joe Makowski; Albertine Mandzo; Luke Martellotti; Bob
Martin; Willie (Bill) Moore; Bernadette Murphy; Larry Murphy;
Rosemarie Nardozzi; David Obi; Peter O'Neill; Thomas Opalski;
Joseph Otero; Alice Parker; Dawn Pearson; Evelyn Pierce; Jose
Ocasio Rodriguez; Joe Sico, Walter Stewart; Jean Zanin; Ryan
ZawadatFor Our Military Serving in Afghanistan or lrag:
Spc. Michae J. ChiddotFor Our Deceased: Robert “Ted”
Hoke; Jose A. GuevaratNames will be placed on our prayer list
for three weeks. To add a name or to request continuing prayers, call
Tara Guevara at 301-459-4814 or email tquevara@stmatthias.org .

Saint Francis Of Assisi
Prayer for the Animals

We ask you to bless these
animals.

By the power of your love,
enableittolive
according to your plan.
May we always praise you
for all the beauty
in your creation.
Blessed are you,
Lord our God,
inall of our creatures!
Amen.
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