The Gift of Prayer expressed through
VOTIVE LIGHTS

It has long been a custom to light a votive candle when visiting a church,
shrine, or a place of special veneration. Centuries ago, pilgrims had, in
many instances, traveled long and treacherous journeys lasting weeks or
months to reach their destination, spcnd a few dn}rs only, and have to turn
back toward home to resume their responsibilities with work and family.
Pilgrims wanted their prayers to remain in the church or at the shrine far
longer than they were able to stay. The more you offered prayers and
supplications to God for those you loved and for those who asked you to
remember them at this holy site, then hopefully, God would take pity on
your prayer and answer favorably (at least your understanding of
favorably!). The Votive Candle became a visible sign of the prayer of the
pilgrim soul’s intention remaining in the church days longer than he/she could stay. As the candle flickered it
repeated the pray for the pilgrim over and over until extinguished. Candles can burn for a day, three days, or
so0me “F to [4&3?'&

Any blessed candle used in church is known as a "sacramental’, and as such is part of a group of holy objects
and actions which include blessings, holy water, statues, ashes, and crucifixes. Sacramentals remind us of
spiritual truths, inspiring us to acts of devotion which then draw down God's grace upon us. A lit candle is also
symbolic of Christ, who is the Light of the World. As the candle burns down and is consumed by fire, we are
reminded of how Christ allowed his life to be consumed for love of us, and how we, like him, must be always
willing to die unto self for the sake of others.

The word 'votive' comes from a Latin word meaning 'vow', and has roots in the Old Testament, when a
petitioner would make a vow or promise to God to undertake some task in return for answered prayers.
Today, a 'votive' candle is one we usually light ourselves at a shrine. This is often accompanied by a prayer
for a special intention, or by a prayer of thanksgiving for a favor received. The donation you make for the
candle is part of what are known as 'votive offerings’.

Each year, from early April through late November (weather permitting) we offer parishioners an
opportunity to carry on this age old practice. There are EIGHT VOTIVE CANDLES at both the outdoor
Sacred Heart Shrine and Our Blessed Mother’s Shrine. A donation of $5.00 is requested for each candle that
is burnt at one of the shrines. Each votive light burns for 7 days Votive lights, like Mass Intentions, must be
scheduled through the rectory business office. We encourage you to think ahead and plan on booking a
particular date of significance to you..prayers offered can be for the living, for family
members or friends having a birthday, anniversary, graduation, or other special event;
prayers offered for our deceased relatives and friends make their memory live on in our
midst and remind us of our communion with the saints in heaven. We pray for them;
they pray for us! Specral cards are avadable to send to a living person whose candle will
burn for a special intention and cards are available to send to a grieving next of kin for a
deceased person. For the Mom or Dad who has everything, they surely would not
refuse a few extra prayers for their intentions or their happy repose? See the reverse
sign of this insert for the texts of the cards available to send. Reserve your votive light
today and keep your prayer going all week in our church and in our parish shrines.







